
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On December 10th,(Saturday) an event to learn about Christmas in 

the Philippines was held at Shougai Gakushuu Center. Ms. Ishii Kei, 

who is from the Philippines and lives in Shibata City, talked about how 

to spend Christmas in the Philippines. 

・Christmas in the Philippines is celebrated for four months during the   

 “ber months” (September - December). 

・The tree is decorated from September, and Christmas songs are  

played throughout the city. 

・There is no tradition that Santa Claus brings presents. 

・Gifts are given to each other with family and friends. 

 

We learned a lot of things like the above. 

 

After the talk, we made Filipino-style Christmas decorations 

with origami. 

 Finally, Ms. Ishii sang a Christmas song in Japanese and 

English. 

 The event was attended by 26 people and everyone from children 

to adults had a great time. 

 

 

 

How do you spend Christmas in your country? Please tell us the 

culture of your country! 

 

 We plan to hold events to learn about other countries in the future. 

Information will be announced on the city website, Facebook and 

Ayame News. 

  

An event to know the Philippines was held! 
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There was a course for Japanese teachers in November and 

December. There were four lectures in all taught by Mr. 

Minoru Hasegawa from Iroha Japanese Class in Niigata City, 

He talked about how to teach Japanese and what is 

important for teachers. 

The course was attended by 21 people, including Japanese 

teachers and people interested in teaching Japanese. 

There are many volunteers who teach Japanese in Shibata 

City. Volunteers are also studying so that foreigners can learn 

Japanese in a fun and easy-to-understand manner. If you want  

to learn Japanese, please go to a Japanese language class. See the last page for more information about 

Shibata Japanese Language School.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be careful of heavy snow 

It has been snowing a lot this winter.  

When it snows heavily then you go outside by car, there is a possibility that you’ll get stuck 

And might cause a traffic congestion for a long time (=tachiojo).  

Last December, in Nagaoka and Kashiwazaki City, Niigata Prefecture, many cars were stuck  

When you’re in the car, you must remove the snow in order not to cover the car’s muffler (a tube for 

exhausting gases under the car). 

When the snow freezes or trees fall due to the snow, the electricity stops.   

Prepare flashlights, body warmers, etc., in case of power failure.  

When it snows, transportation such as buses and trains is also affected. Please check the traffic 

information carefully. 

The temperature will also drop, so wear warm clothes.  

＜convenient site＞ 

https://www.niigata-ia.or.jp/category/medical/                        → 

(Niigata International Association HP, medical and disaster information ) 

You can read the new information of each municipality in Niigata Prefecture in various languages. 

 

https://www.data.jma.go.jp/multi/index.html (Japan Meteorological Agency HP)   → 

  You can read weather information of all areas of Japan in various languages.  

 

https://www3.nhk.or.jp/news/easy/ （NEWS WSB WASY）  → 

The news is written in easy Japanese. 

 

There was a course for those who teach Japanese ! 

 

Notice 

Mr.Hasegawa▲ 

https://www.niigata-ia.or.jp/category/medical/
https://www.data.jma.go.jp/multi/index.html
https://www3.nhk.or.jp/news/easy/


Title： Kramer vs. Kramer (encore showing in 2020) 

Date/time: February 19th (Sun) 10:00a.m.～ 11:45a.m. (English speaking) 

2:00p.m.～ 3:45p.m. (English speaking) 

Place: Ikunesu Shibata Multipurpose room no.4 & 5  

Story: the excellent divorce drama in 70’s America, the leading actor Dustin Hoffman. 

Capacity: 30 people in the morning/ 30 people in the afternoon      

※The numbered tickets are distributed an hour prior to the movie.  

Others: Please wear a mask. 

For more information: Shibata station complex Kikaku Somu gakari （Tel: 0254-28-9950） 

 

Celebrate the Chinese New Year in 

Shibata !  ~Chinese edition~ 

Spring Festival is one of the most important days 

of the Year in the Chinese New Year, the Lunar New 

Year in China and Asia. Would you like to celebrate 

the Chinese New Year together in Shibata? At the event, 

you will learn and experience how to spend the New Year in Japan and 

China. We are looking forward to your application! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

When 1/22 (Sun.) 1pm ~3pm Application deadline 1/20 (Fri.) 

Place 

 

Shibata City Hall 

Reception: ground floor 

lounge 

How to apply ① Phone 0254-28-9640 

② Email machizukuri@city.shibata.lg.jp 

③ Window  Shibata City Hall 6F 

※Please tell me your name, address 

and phone number. 

Capacity 

 

First 30 people 

Subject Anyone 

Entry fee Free Application/inquiry Shibata city Shimin-machizukuri-shien- 

Division（0254-28-9640） 

Event 

Shibameshi ~Let’s cook delicious meal with Shibata's ingredients~  

Ingredients for 4 people.                                     

・280g of sliced raw ham      ・One and 1/3 tablespoon of soy sauce 

・One bundle of autumn poem    ・One and 1/2 teaspoon of grain mastered 

・One medium size of carotte (120g)  ・One teaspoon of honey 

・One teaspoon of oil            ・One teaspoon of garlic 

Recipe 

1. Boil autumn poem with boiling water for 1~2 minutes, then put it in cold water. 

 After that, wring water out of it, and cut it into 4~5cm long.  

2. Cut carotte into small rectangles 4~5cm size and boil it little harder. 

3. Put 1 and 2 of vegetables on the sliced raw ham and roll it from the end. 

4. Put oil into pan and sear the rolled ham with roll end down. 

5. Brown the rolled ham on whole and put star marked seasonings mixed in advance, then entangle thoroughly. 

6. Cut them into the size that you are easy to eat and serve on a plate. 

"Autumn poem filled meat 

rolls with honey mustared" 

How it was last year ▼ 
1/20 Fri. ~1/27 Fri. the 7th 

floor of the City Hall will 

be decorated for the 

Lunar New year. Please 

come and have a look ! 

 

Ikunesu Cinema 

in February 

 

mailto:machizukuri@city.shibata.lg.jp


Get to know Japanese Culture 

Setsubun  

    －February 3rd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shibata Japanese class helps foreign people who wants learn Japanese for beginners & for business 

purposes. 2nd term is held from September to December and 3rd term is held from January to March. 

For more information and inquiry: Noriko Takahashi Tel (0254-22-6441) 

Class Wednesday Daytime Thursday Daytime Thursday Night J school 

For Adults Adults Adults 

Elementary and 

Junior high school 

students 

Day  Wednesday Thursday Thursday  Saturday 

Time 
10:00a.m. 

~11:30a.m. 

10:00a.m.  

~11:30a.m. 

19:00p.m. 

~20:30p.m. 

13:30p.m. 

~15:00p.m. 

Place 
Shimin 

Bunkakaikan Koudo 

Shogai Gakushu Center 

Kensyushitsu 2 

Kenko chojyu akutibu 

kouryu center  

Okunai hiroba 

Kenko chojyu 

akutibu kouryu 

center  

Okunai hiroba(★) 

or 

Kouryushitsu 

Address 
4-11-7 Chuo-cho, 

Shibata City 

5-8-7 Chuo-cho, 

Shibata City 

3-13-2 Chuo-cho, 

Shibata City 

3-13-2 Chuo-cho, 

Shibata City 

Fee 

¥ 2,000／ 

1st term: April～July 

※Fee for textbook is 

not included. 

¥ 2,000／ 

1st term: April～July  

※Fee for textbook is 

not included. 

¥ 2,000／ 

1st term: April～July 

※Fee for textbook is 

not included. 

¥ 1,000／month 

D
a

te
 

Jan. 4、11、18、25 5、12、19、26 5、12、19、26 7(★)、14、21、28 

Feb. 1、8、15、22 2、9、16 2、9、16 4(★)、18、25 

Mar. 1、8、15 9、16 2、9、16 4(★)、11、18 

"Throwing of beans"  

Throw beans while saying "Oni wa 

soto" "Fuku waa uchi" to throw 

something bad (Oni) out and 

attract something good (Fuku). 

"Eating beans with the number of 

your age"  

It is said that you will become 

strong and be less likely to get sick 

if you eat as many beans 

as your age. 

"Eating Ehomaki"  

It is said that think a wish while 

eating Ehomaki without saying any 

words while facing the lucky direction 

of the year, then your wish will come 

true. The lucky direction of 2023 is 

slight south of south-southeast. 

Setsubun is the day to pray everyone's happy and health and threw 

something bad out."Setsubun" has a meaning of "divided season", and 

it is the day before "Risshun" (around February 4th) that is the 

beginning of Spring. There are special habits for Setsubun. 

Shibata Japanese Class 

Shibata Ayame News are sent to basically Shibata city and neighboring area (Tainai city and Seirou town) by mail. We 

volunteer in compiling this paper. If you would like to receive this newsletter by mail (free of charge), please contact us 

at the following location. And also, if you would like to read the previous issues of Ayame News, then please check the 

Shibata City web site (http://www.city.shibata.niigata.jp). Thank you! 

Published by Shimin Machizukuri Shien Division- Shibata City Hall 

Address: 3-3-3 Chuo-cho, Shibata-City, Niigata Pref. 957-8686 Tel: 0254-28-9640 ／ Fax: 0254-28-9670  

E-mail: machizukuri@city.shibata.lg.jp 

Thanks this month to: Ms. Imada, Ms. Ogawa, Ms. Ishino, Ms. Honma and Ms. Monica. 


