
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

We held an exchange event to celebrate the Lunar New Year. 

 

Facebook 
Shibata Topics 
 for Foreign Residents 

On January 22nd, there was an event to celebrate the Chinese New Year at Shibata City Hall. In the first 

half, we learned about customs of the New Year holidays in Japan and China respectively. For example, do 

you know the Chinese custom of “fuku gyoza”? That means that they put a coin in some of the boiled 

dumplings they make a lot, and when everyone eats the boiled dumplings, it is said that those who get the 

coin-filled gyoza will have good luck for the year! 

In the second half, we had a get-together on the 7th floor of City Hall, which was decorated with Chinese 

lanterns and photographs. We played Japanese games such as “Fukuwarai” and “Bozu-Mekuri”. And we did 

"making lanterns" which is Chinese culture. In the “Lantern Making”, participants taught each other how to 

make lanterns in the shape of “spring” for the Chinese New Year. “Bozu-Mekuri” was also very lively with 

constant laughter! 

You can also see the event on the city's Facebook page.  → 

 → 

Shibata City Multicultural Coordinator Ms. Sugawara 

 
New Year is the first event of the year. However, with the spread of the 

coronavirus around the world, there are people who are unable to return to their 

home countries. So, I thought, "Let's create a place to celebrate the Lunar New 

Year in Shibata," and planned this event for them. This event was carried out in 

cooperation with citizens from planning to the actual day.  

I was happy to be able to see the smiles of the participants through the 

exchange meeting. 
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Intercultural Community Coordinator interviews an international student 

active in Shibata City! 

Ms. Naomi Grace 
From Durham, NC, USA。 

Came to Japan as a semester student of the 

AFS Autumn Group.  

From August to February, she studied abroad in 

the second-year science and mathematics 

department of Shibata High School. 

―What made you decide to study abroad in Japan? 

I was interested in Shinto and wanted to see 

shrines and festivals. One of the reasons is that 

Americans had an image of Japan being very clean 

and safe. 

 

―What is your impression of Shibata City? 

Shibata City is smaller than Durham. It is very 

clean, peaceful and the people are friendly. 

There are also public transportations such as 

trains, so the access is good. There are buses in 

Durham, but they are not very clean. 

It is also good that there are many delicious 

shops. 

 

―How is high school life in Japan? 

It's a lot of fun.  In the U.S., we move from 

classroom to classroom for each subject, but Japan 

are basically in the same classroom, so I think the 

class gets along well. 

―How do you study Japanese? 

I take lessons once a week, and I write in my 

diary every day. I began by self-education one 

month before I came to Japan. However, I feel that 

a particle in particular is difficult. 

 

―What’s your best memory during studying 

abroad? 

I went to the study tour in Tokamachi. About 40 

people gathered including online. I entered the hot 

spring of the hotel together with my other friends, 

and it was pleasant.I’m happy to play UNO with 

them too. 

 

―Please give a message to the people in Shibata. 

I hope that you will continue to treat foreigners 

with respect. It’s very scary to visit a new place 

from other countries. So, It would be very safe if 

you would be kind to them. If you continue to 

welcome foreigners kindly, I think that more 

people will visit Shibata. 

Naomi who is popular among being called by 

her name during photography from far away 

in the corridor. Her aim seems to learn 

biology in the future at a university! 

After living in Shibata, we are also looking 

for you to be more active in the future! 

This month, we interviewed Naomi, who studied abroad with 

Shibata from the United States! 

As she nears the end of her six-month study abroad program, 

we asked her about her life in Shibata and her high school life. 

 



Title： Anoko O Sagashite 

Date/time: March 19th （Sun）10：00 AM ～ 11：46 AM（speak in Japanese） 

                2：00 PM ～ 3：46 PM（speak in Chinese） 

Place: Ikunesu Shibata Multipurpose room no.4 & 5  

Story: A human drama set in rural China 

Capacity: 30 people in the morning/ 30 people in the afternoon      

※The numbered tickets are distributed an hour prior to the movie.  

Others: Please wear a mask. 

For more information: Shibata station complex Kikaku Somu gakari  

（Tel: 0254-28-9950） 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shibameshi ~Let’s cook delicious meal with Shibata's ingredients~  

Ingredients for 4 people                                      

Komatsuna : 1pack(200g)   ★stock : 160ml 

Shirasu :20g             ★sake : 1tbs 

Deep-fried-tofu : 1(20g)      ★soy sauce : 1/2 tbs 

 

Recipe 

① Cut komatsuna 3cm each. 

② Deep-fried-tofu into boiled water in a second  

and cut into rectangle. 

③ ★ into a pan and boiled. 

④ Deep-fried-tofu, Shirasu and stem of komatsuna into ③. 

⑤ Stem is soft, leaves of komatsuna into ④ and boil 1~2 minutes. 

Ikunesu Cinema in March 

Shibata Oyster Bar in session! 

Shibata city has been a relationship with Ako city, Hyogo through Horibe Yasubee of Ako 

roshi. And we hold the Shibata Oyster Bar, where we could eat oyster of Ako from 2014. We can 

eat oyster of Ako in a lot of restaurants in Shibata for the duration of Shibata Oyster Bar. 

Now this event is 10th anniversary. We can eat over 60 dishes of oyster at 30 restaurants. 

Please enjoy delicious oyster of Ako in Shibata. 

 

Period: ~28th Feb (Tue) 

You can get more information at special website (in Japanese)→ 

https://www.shibata-oysterbar.com/  

“Stewed komatsuna  

and Shirasu” 

 

https://www.shibata-oysterbar.com/


 

 

  

Shibata Japanese class helps foreign people who wants learn Japanese for beginners & for business 

purposes.  

For more information and inquiry: Noriko Takahashi Tel (0254-22-6441) 

Class Wednesday Daytime Thursday Daytime Thursday Night J school 

For Adults Adults Adults 

Elementary and 

Junior high school 

students 

Day  Wednesday Thursday Thursday  Saturday 

Time 
10:00a.m. 

~11:30a.m. 

10:00a.m.  

~11:30a.m. 

19:00p.m. 

~20:30p.m. 

13:30p.m. 

~15:00p.m. 

Place 
Shimin 

Bunkakaikan Koudo 

Shogai Gakushu Center 

Kensyushitsu 2 

Kenko chojyu akutibu 

kouryu center  

Okunai hiroba 

Kenko chojyu 

akutibu kouryu 

center  

Okunai hiroba(★) 

or 

Kouryushitsu 

Address 
4-11-7 Chuo-cho, 

Shibata City 

5-8-7 Chuo-cho, 

Shibata City 

3-13-2 Chuo-cho, 

Shibata City 

3-13-2 Chuo-cho, 

Shibata City 

Fee 

¥ 2,000／ 

1st term: April～July 

※Fee for textbook is 

not included. 

¥ 2,000／ 

1st term: April～July  

※Fee for textbook is 

not included. 

¥ 2,000／ 

1st term: April～July 

※Fee for textbook is 

not included. 

¥ 1,000／month 

D
a
te

 

Feb. 1、8、15、22 2、9、16 2、9、16 4(★)、18、25 

Mar. 1、8、15 9、16 2、9、16 4(★)、11、18 

Get to know Japanese culture 

Hinamatsuri March 3rd 

Hinamatsuri is a day to celebrate and pray for the healthy growth 

and happiness of girls. March 3rd of the lunar calendar is the time 

when peaches bloom, so it is also called the 『Momono Sekku』 

Hinamatsuri has the following customs 

 Decorate Hina Ningyou 

Hina Ningyou are said to 

protect children from illness and 

accidents, and will be decorated 

at home from mid February until 

the end of the day. 

 

Eat Hamaguri chirashizushi 

In order to have a happy 

marriage, we eat Hamaguri, 

which represent a good couple 

Chirashizushi, which is topped 

with colorful and auspicious 

ingredients, is also indispensable 

 

Eat Hina Arare 

The four colors of pink, green, 

yellow, and white represent 

the four seasons, and it is 

meant to pray for daughter’s 

health throughout the year 

 

Shibata Ayame News is mailed to those who wish it. If you would like us to send it to you, please contact 

Shimin Machizukuri Shien Division- Shibata City Hall. If you want to see the previous issues, please see the 

city homepage 

Contact : Shimin Machizukuri Shien Division- Shibata City Hall  Tel : 0254-28-9640 

Address : 〒957-8686 Shibatashi cyuuoucyou 3-3-3    Email : machizukuri@city.shibata.lg.jp 

 

Shibata Japanese Class 


